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	FROM THE EDITOR – Lt Col Mike Hood, CAP


The 7+US is the official quarterly newsletter of Group VII and is your newsletter.  In order to publish a good newsletter requires input and articles from the squadrons and group staff.  I encourage all units and staff to submit articles to me each quarter.  The deadline is the third Monday of March, June, September and December.  Please support your newsletter by submitting articles.
You’ll notice this format is quite a bit different than the previous newsletter.  The editing software I used for the previous one was cumbersome, not user-friendly, and difficult to format.  So, I decided to go with simplicity versus glitzy for this edition.  I’m looking at a couple of other newsletter publishing software but haven’t made a decision if I’ll use them.

	GROUP VII CADET DRILL TEAM TAKES WING


The Group VII Cadet Drill Team dominated the 2003 Ohio Wing Drill Competition and came away as champions for the eighth time in eleven years.  Group teams also won in 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998 and 2001.  In 1997 the team won the region championship and went on to finish fourth in the National competition.

The team will now compete at the Great Lakes Region competition the weekend of 10 May 2003 at the Pontiac Silverdome in Detroit, Michigan.  Good luck team!  Win Region and go on to the Nationals!

	GROUP MEMBERS WIN WING AWARDS


Three members of Group VII received awards at the annual Ohio Wing Conference and Awards Banquet on 15 February 2003.  Maj Ron Bricker of the Dayton Senior Squadron was named Ohio Wing Communicator of the Year for 2002.  Wright Brothers Composite Squadron’s C/Capt Daniel Tebo, Jr. was named Ohio Wing Junior Cadet Officer of the Year for 2002 and Cadet Jordan Maham was Ohio Wing’s Honor Cadet for 2002.  Congratulations to our award winners!
	NEW GREAT LAKES REGION COMMANDER


Civil Air Patrol National Commander, Maj Gen Richard Bowling, CAP, appointed Col William W. Webb the new commander of Great Lakes Region.  Colonel Webb previously served as the Michigan Wing Commander.  Former region commander, Colonel William Charles, is now the National Inspector General.
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	CADETS ACHIEVE MILESTONE AWARDS


Group VII cadets have been hard at work progressing through the cadet program.  The following cadets have earned these milestone awards and promotions to the rank indicated in 2003:

GENERAL BILLY C. MITCHELL AWARD:


C/2Lt Lacie Hickson – Wright-Patterson Composite Squadron

C/2Lt Jonathan Voss – Wright-Patterson Composite Squadron


C/2Lt Jordan Flexman – Xenia Cadet Squadron

AMELIA EARHART AWARD:


C/Capt Daniel L. Tebo, Jr. – Wright Brothers Composite Squadron


C/Capt Christopher Vecchi – Wright Brothers Composite Squadron


C/Capt Glen Conley – Xenia Cadet Squadron


C/Capt Joe Hendrix – Xenia Cadet Squadron

GENERAL IRA C. EAKER AWARD:


C/Lt Col Dana Kilner – Xenia Cadet Squadron

GENERAL CARL A. SPAATZ AWARD:


C/Col Andrew D. Shepherd – Don Gentile Composite Squadron

	WRIGHT-PATTERSON UNITS MOVING TO NEW BUILDING SOON


The Group VII headquarters, Wright-Patterson Composite Squadron and Dayton Senior Squadron will be moving soon from Building 30, Area B, Wright-Patterson AFB to Building 1222, Kittyhawk Area, Wright-Patterson AFB.  A firm move date has not yet been set, but the move in anticipated to happen sometime in April.  Look for more information about the move on the Group’s web page.

	STAY ON TOP OF EVENTS—SUBSCRIBE TO THE GROUP VII    E-MAIL LIST


Do you want to keep abreast with what’s happening in the group, wing and elsewhere in CAP?  A good way to do that is to be subscribed to the Group VII E-mail Group.  Subscribers automatically receive e-mails about CAP whenever someone posts a message to the group.  Subscribed members may also post messages to the group and it’s a great way to announce squadron activities, discuss issues and pass along information.  Subscribing is easy—simply send an e-mail to the following address with “Subscribe” in the title:  Group7List-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. 
	NEW CADET MILESTONE AWARD ESTABLISHED


Effective 1 April 2003 a new milestone award in the cadet program is established—The Wright Brothers Award.  This award signifies completion of Phase I of the cadet program and promotion into the cadet noncommissioned officer ranks.  The creation of this new award has made is necessary to rename Achievement Three the Mary Feik achievement and creation of a new achievement ribbon.  Please visit the National Headquarters Cadet Program website for more information:  http://www.capnhq.gov/nhq/cp/cp2.htm. 
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	CALENDAR OF EVENTS

	APRIL 2003 

	2-5
	NCASE
	Cincinnati, OH

	7
	Group VII Commander's Call and CAC Meeting
	1930 - Group Headquarters

	12
	Wing Staff Meeting
	1000 - Wing Headquarters

	12
	Wing Aircrew Course Class
	Wing Headquarters

	13
	Wing Aircrew Course Flight
	Wing Headquarters

	12
	Group VII CAC Military Ball (Tentative)
	Group Headquarters

	14
	Group VII Work Night
	1930 - Group Headquarters

	19
	Group VII Staff Meeting
	1000 - Bldg 1222, Kittyhawk Area

	21
	Group VII Work Night
	1930 - Group Headquarters

	26
	Wing Aircrew Course Class
	Greene County Airport, OH

	27
	Wing Aircrew Course Flight
	Greene County Airport, OH

	26-27
	Cadet NCO School
	Wright-Patterson AFB

	28
	Group VII Work Night
	1930 - Group Headquarters


	MAY 2003 

	2-4
	Wing SAREX
	Location to Be Determined

	2-4
	Cadet History School (Tentative)
	Wright-Patterson AFB

	5
	Group VII Commander's Call and CAC Meeting
	1930 - Group Headquarters

	9-11
	Great Lakes Region Drill Competition
	Pontiac, MI

	10
	Wing Staff and OWAC Meeting
	1000 - Wing Headquarters

	10-11
	Air Power 2003
	Wright-Patterson AFB, OH

	12
	Group VII Work Night
	1930 - Group Headquarters

	16-18
	Wing SAREX Rain Date
	Location to Be Determined

	16-18
	Ohio Wing Drill School (Tentative)
	Location to Be Determined

	17
	Group VII Staff Meeting
	1000 - Bldg 1222, Kittyhawk Area

	18
	Level I and CPPT
	Wing Headquarters

	19
	Group VII Work Night
	1930 - Group Headquarters

	26
	Memorial Day
	NO MEETING
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	JUNE 2003 

	2
	Group VII Commander's Call and CAC Meeting
	1930 - Group Headquarters

	9
	Group VII Work Night
	1930 - Group Headquarters

	14
	Wing Staff Meeting
	1000 - Wing Headquarters

	14
	National Check Pilot Course
	Location to be Determined

	14-22
	Aerospace Education Academy
	Location to be Announced

	16
	Group VII Work Night
	1930 - Group Headquarters

	21
	Group VII Staff Meeting
	1000 - Bldg 1222, Kittyhawk Area

	23
	Group VII Work Night
	1930 - Group Headquarters

	25-29
	National Cadet Competition (tentative)
	Wright-Patterson AFB, OH

	30
	Group VII Work Night
	1930 - Group Headquarters


