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	LT COL HOOD IS NEW GROUP VII COMMANDER


Lt Col Mike K. Hood, CAP, assumed command of Group VII from Maj Ted Ryan in a ceremony held at building 1222 on 28 April 2003.  Officiating the change of command was Lt Col Charles Carr. Jr., Ohio Wing Vice Commander South.  Maj Ryan has been reassigned as the Group I Commander effective 1 May 2003.  Colonel Hood most recently served as the Ohio Wing Chief of Staff; a position he will continue to hold in an additional duty status until 1 August 2003.  This is the third group command for Colonel Hood.  He previously served as the Group VII Commander from February 1994 to May 1996, and February 2000 to March 2001.  Colonel Hood joined the Civil Air Patrol in October 1985 in Florida Wing.  He has also served as a squadron commander four times.

	COMMANDER’S CORNER


	I’m extremely pleased to have the opportunity to command Group VII again.  Group VII has a long tradition of excellence in the wing and I look forward to working with all of you to keep us on top.

2003 is going to be a busy year for us.  We’ve already completed a highly success- ful Air Power 2003, the Wright-Patterson AFB Open House, on 10-11 May 2003.  We had 27 cadets and senior members on hand to support the Air Force.  Capt Jim Jones, the group’s project officer, is to be commended for his hard work and superb planning.  The Ohio Wing Commander, Col Michael Murrell, was on hand and praised the outstanding work of our members.  I want to personally thank everyone who participated.
	Our Group VII Cadet Drill Team, 2003 wing champions, participated in the Great Lakes Region competition where they finished an outstanding second.
Next on our plate is the 2003 Dayton Air Show, 17-20 July 2003.  This is an expanded show this year in recognition of the 100th anniversary of powered flight.  Our involvement will require over 100 cadets and senior members and I know everyone will work hard, but also have a great time.  Former Group VII commander and current Group I commander, Maj Ted Ryan, will once again serve as the Air Show Support Team Commander.

Lt Col Mike Hood, CAP
Group VII Commander
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	FROM THE EDITOR – Lt Col Mike Hood, CAP


	Back in March I conducted a poll of Group VII members concerning the Group VII newsletter.  In this poll I asked two questions:  1) Should the newsletter remain a quarterly publication, and 2) should the name be changed?  While I didn’t get a lot of responses from the members, I did get enough to determine the newsletter will remain a  quarterly publication  and that the
	name will remain 7+US.
While Group does have a web page, not everyone is on-line to get the current news.  The newsletter still serves a purpose in getting news about the group and its units to the membership.  I encourage units and staff to contribute articles for publication.  As I’ve said before, this is your newsletter.


	GROUP VII DRILL TEAM TAKES 2nd PLACE AT GREAT LAKES REGION COMPETITION


	The Group VII Cadet Drill Team, 2003 Ohio Wing Champions, traveled to Detroit, Michigan to compete in the 2003 Region Competition.  The team finished an over- all second to the Illinois team that went on to place third at the national competition.
The competition was held 10-11 May 2003 at the Pontiac Silverdome.  The team, led by C/Col Andrew Shepherd, took first place in the following event:  Innovative
	Drill.  The team took second in Standard Drill, Inspection and Volleyball.
Already, many members of the team have expressed they’re looking forward to the 2004 competition.  The 2004 National Cadet Competition will again take place at Wright-Patterson AFB.  Let’s have the home field advantage by going all the way to Nationals!




	UNITS MOVE INTO NEW BUILDING


	Headquarters Group VII, Dayton Senior Squadron, and Wright-Patterson Composite Squadron have completed the move from Building 30, Area B, Wright-Patterson AFB to Building 1222, Kittyhawk Area of Wright-Patterson AFB.
	The telephone numbers for the units at Bldg 1222 are:

Group VII – 937-656-1759

Dayton Senior Squadron – 937-656-1749

Wright-PattersonComp Sq – 937-656-1763


	MEMBERS PARTICIPATE IN AIR POWER 2003


	27 members from Group VII participated in the Air Power 2003 event at Wright- Patterson AFB on 10-11 May 2003.

Capt Jim Jones, Commander of the Ross P. Barrett Composite Squadron (GLR-OH-070), was the team chief for this event and did a great job organizing the CAP team.  The cadets and senior members working this event assisted the 88th Security Forces Squadron and were responsible for static 
	display security and flight line and crowd control. Officials estimated the total attendance for the weekend in excess of 20,000.  “Cadet Ken” even made an appearance and was a huge success, posing for many photos.
Group VII could not have provided the support to the 88th SFS and Air Power 2003 without the outstanding participation and support from its dedicated members.
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	GROUP VII HAS NEW VAN


	Group VII has been issued a 1996 Ford Club-Wagon 12 passenger van.  Although officially assigned to group headquarters, the vehicle is jointly maintained by Group VII, Ross P. Barrett Composite Squadron, and Wright-Patterson Composite Squadron.

The vehicle is available for use by all Group VII units in accordance with Group VII Policy Letter CC-012.
	The van schedule can be found on the Group VII web page.  Units interested in using the van should contact Maj Scott Spurling, Group transportation officer at N8XVU@woh.rr.com, or Lt Col Mike Hood at GpVII@aol.com. 


	MEMBER SPOTLIGHT


	This quarter’s Member Spotlight talks with one of our most active cadets, who is a Spaatz Cadet from the Don Gentile Composite Squadron—C/Col Andrew Shepherd.

When did you join CAP?  September 1997.

How did you get started in CAP?  I had heard about CAP several years before I was old enough to join.  When I was 12, I joined the Dayton Aero Cadet Squadron and became interested in ground teams and search and rescue.

What is your current unit and position?

Presently, I’m a member of the Don Gentile Composite Squadron in Piqua.  I currently serve as the squadron’s senior cadet advisor, Ohio Wing Drill Team Commander, Ohio Wing CAC Chairman, wing Assistant Representative to the Great Lakes Region CAC and Ohio Wing Drug Demand Reduction Officer Cadet Asst.

What has been your favorite position you’ve held?  Drill Team Commander.

What are some of the past positions you’ve held and what other units have you belonged to?  I’ve been cadet commander in both the Dayton Aero Cadet and Don Gentile Composite Squadrons.  


	I’ve also been chairman of the Group VII CAC, flight commander at AFSPFC in Colorado, Gen Bobick’s aide at the 2001 National Boards, and cadet commander of the first ATCNA in Texas, 2002.
What do you find as the most rewarding part of being a member?  Now that I’ve received my Spaatz, the most rewarding part of the program is helping other cadets advance in rank and attain their goals.
What do you think are some of the challenges CAP is facing or will face?  CAP must strive to integrate new technology into its everyday operations.  This problem will always exist and, there- fore, must be one of our major concerns.  While change is difficult, in the end, the results of our work will make CAP better for all.
Is there anything else you’d like to share with the reader?  CAP has done much to help me with my goals, including obtaining my private pilot license.  I hope to eventually reach the National Cadet Advisory Council level, attend IACE, and continue to explore the many new areas of technology, like Satellite Tool Kit that CAP will incorporate.
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	MEMBER’S WORK NATIONAL CADET COMPETITION


	Several members from Group VII, and Ohio Wing, served on staff for the 2003 National Cadet Competition that was held at Wright-Patterson AFB and Wright State University 25-29 June 2003.  The members worked an average of 15 hours each day to ensure National Headquarters staff had everything they needed for the competition.  Duties included fixing the flag pole for the Color Guard Competition, getting meals to all the participants, monitoring the teams during the written exam and quiz bowl, and picking up and assembling the trophies for the banquet.

In recognition of their efforts, every cadet member of the team received the limited edition 2003 NCC Participant’s coin.  This coin contains 22 ounces of sterling silver and is only minted for this competition.  Additionally, Lt Col Hood and C/Col Shepherd received a personal coin from the 
	Assistant Secretary of the Air Force in recognition of their leadership and hard work.

Group VII participants were:  Lt Col Mike Hood (OH-043), Capt Jim Jones, 2Lt Janet Jones and TFO Jennifer Jones (OH-070); C/Col Andrew Shepherd and C/2Lt Nathan Hawkins (OH-114); C/CMSgt Justin O’Grady and C/TSgt Kristin Schmidt (OH-227); and C/TSgt Tony Cascio (OH-282).  Representing the Columbus Cadet Squadron (OH-139) were C/MSgt Justin Warne, C/TSgt Samantha Decatur, and C/SrA Greg Minette.


	CALENDAR OF EVENTS

	JULY 2003 

	7
	Group VII Commander's Call and CAC Meeting
	1930 - Group Headquarters

	12
	Wing Staff and OWAC Meeting
	1000 - Wing Headquarters

	14
	Group VII Staff Meeting
	1900 - Group Headquarters

	17-20
	Dayton Air Show
	Dayton International Airport

	21
	Group VII Work Night
	1930 - Group Headquarters

	28
	Group VII Work Night
	1930 - Group Headquarters


	AUGUST 2003 

	4
	Group VII Commander's Call and CAC Meeting
	1930 - Group Headquarters

	9
	Wing Staff Meeting
	1000 - Wing Headquarters

	11
	Group VII Staff Meeting
	1900 - Group Headquarters

	17
	Level I and CPPT
	Wing Headquarters

	18
	Group VII Work Night
	1930 - Group HQ

	20-23
	National Boards
	Las Vegas, NV

	25
	Group VII Work Night
	1930 - Group Headquarters


	SEPTEMBER 2003 

	1
	Labor Day
	NO MEETING

	8
	Group VII Commander's Call and CAC Meeting
	1930 - Group Headquarters

	13
	Wing Staff and OWAC Meeting
	1000 - Wing Headquarters

	13
	Wing Flight Clinic
	Wing Headquarters

	15
	Group VII Staff Meeting
	1900 - Group Headquarters

	22
	Group VII Work Night
	1930 - Group Headquarters

	29
	Group VII Work Night
	1930 - Group Headquarters


	CONTACT GROUP VII

	MAILING ADDRESS:

HEADQUARTERS GROUP VII CAP

P.O. BOX 1334

FAIRBORN, OH 45324
	MEETING LOCATION:

Building 1222, 1221 Birch Street

Kittyhawk Area

Wright-Patterson AFB, OH

Mondays, 1930-2100 (2nd  Monday, 1900-2100)


